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WORLD  RICE  CROP  SETS  NEW  RECORD 
AS  ASIA  EXPANDS  PRODUCTION 

The  world  rice  harvest  of  1956-57  (August-July)  is  3.7  percent  above  the 
record  crop  of  the  year  before,  and  10  percent  more  than  2  years  earlier, 
according  to  the  third  estimate  of  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service. 
World  production  in  1956-57  is  estimated  at  ^U,800  million  pounds  of 
rough  rice,  compared  with  ^26,100  million  pounds  in  1955-56,  and  4-00,500 
million  pounds  in  195'4--55. 

Expansion  in  Asia's  rice  cultivation  accounts  for  most  of  this  marked 
increase  in  total  world  production.    This  year  93  percent  of  the  world 
rice  crop  is  being  produced  in  Asia.    Rice  output  in  South  America  and 
Africa  is  up  slightly.    Production  declined,  however,  in  Europe  and  North 
America, 

World  rice  acreage  in  1956-57  is  5  million  acres  more  than  last  year's 
record,  and  7.5  million  acres  larger  than  2  years  earlier.    With  few  ex- 
ceptions, the  countries  of  Asia  are  continuing  to  increase  rice  acreage. 
In  most  other  rice  areas  more  land  also  is  being  put  into  rice.    In  a  few 
of  the  larger-producing  surplus  countries,  however,  acreage  is  being 
restricted. 

The  increase  in  Asia's  rice  production  of  1956-57  is  due  to  (1)  good 
weather  in  most  areas,  (2)  a  gain  in  acreage,  (3)  governmental  encourage- 
ment in  increasing  production,  and  (4-)  new  methods  of  cultivation.  Per- 
acre  yields  in  Asian  countries  generally  were  well  above  average. 

India  had  a  large  increase  in  rice  acreage  in  1956-57.    Favorable  weather 
in  most  areas  and  an  increased  use  of  new  production  methods  resulted  in 
the  harvesting  of  the  highest  yields  per  acre  on  record.    The  country  in- 
creased rice  acreage  1.7  percent  and  production  ^.8  percent  over  1955-56. 
India's  official  estimate  of  1956-57  production  is  9^,650  million  pounds 
of  rough  rice,  an  increase  of  ^■>370  million  pounds  over  the  year  before. 
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Japan  increased  rice  acreage  slightly  and  produced  a  near-record  crop. 
Dry  weather  reduced  substantially  Korea's  rice  yields,  harvested  from  an 
area  about  the  same  size  as  in  the  year  before. 

Pakistan's  rice  harvest  is  considerably  larger  than  last  year's  very  small 
crop.  Production  in  Indonesia  this  year  is  expected  to  be  slightly  larger 
than  that  country's  good  harvest  of  last  year. 

Rice  production  increased  in  Thailand  and  Burma,  the  principal  surplus 
countries  of  Asia.    This  year's  combined  harvest  is  34., 000  million  pounds 
of  rough  rice,  an  increase  of  3,4-00  million  pounds  over  1955-56,  Thailand's 
acreage  and  crop  harvested  were  at  a  near-record  level.    Burma  increased 
acreage  and  produced  the  largest  crop  in  postwar  years. 

In  1956-57  the  Philippine  Republic  harvested  its  eighth  successive  record 
rice  crop.    This  year's  harvest  is  35  percent  more  than  in  1948-49.  Malaya 
is  also  having  a  record  rice  crop  from  a  record  acreage  harvested.  Acre- 
age was  increased  partly  as  a  result  of  incentives  offered  to  growers  by 
the  government,  and  weather  was  unusually  favorable. 

Lack  of  rainfall  in  Ceylon  reduced  substantially  the  area  in  rice  and  the 
crop  harvested.    Although  Taiwan's  rice  crop  is  expected  to  be  above  aver- 
age, it  probably  will  be  less  than  last  year's  record  production. 

Rice  output  in  the  Near  East  in  1956  is  estimated  at  1,790  million  pounds 
of  rough  rice,  a  substantial  increase  over  1,250  million  pounds  in  the 
preceding  year,  but  much  below  the  good  crop  of  2,360  million  pounds  in 
1954.    Iran  and  Turkey  increased  production  above  the  poor  crops  of  the 
year  before.    Iraq's  production,  however,  again  was  well  below  average. 

Rice  production  in  Europe  is  down  11  percent  from  1955-56.    The  major  de- 
cline occurred  in  Italy,  where  acreage  was  restricted  by  the  government. 
Production  decreased  also  in  Portugal  and  Greece.    On  the  other  hand,  Spain 
and  France  produced  record  rice  crops. 

The  rice  harvest  of  North  America  is  9  percent  below  that  of  the  preceding 
year.    A  decline  of  15  percent  occurred  in  the  United  States,  producer  of 
seven-tenths  of  the  continent's  rice.    Production  in  Mexico  and  Cuba,  how- 
ever, was  greatly  increased. 

In  Central  America,  rice  production  is  up  10  percent.    The  largest  in- 
crease was  in  Costa  Rica  and  Nicaragua.    Production  in  El  Salvador,  Panama, 
and  Guatemala  was  a  little  less  than  in  the  year  before. 

Present  prospects  are  for  a  South  American  rice  crop  about  the  same  as  that 
in  the  preceding  year.    Official  statistics  are  not  yet  available  for 
Brazil's  1956-57  crop,  which  is  now  forecast  at  about  3  percent  above  that 
in  1955-56.    The  crops  of  Ecuador  and  Colombia  are  well  above  those  of  the 
year  before.    Chile's  harvest  was  slightly  below  last  year's  poor  crop. 
Production  declines  also  occurred  in  Venezuela,  Uruguay,  and  Argentina. 
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WORLD  RICE  TRADE 

AT  HIGH  POSTWAR  LEVEL 


International  trade  in  rice  during  1956  increased  15  percent  over  the 
preceding  year  and  was  at  the  highest  level  since  World  War  II,  according 
to  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    Rice  exports,  including  reexports, 
came  to  13,254.  million  pounds  in  terms  of  milled  rice,  compared  with 
11,567  million  pounds  in  1955.    Despite  a  steady  increase  in  recent  years, 
world  trade  in  rice  in  1956  reached  only  two-thirds  of  the  prewar  average 
(1936-40)  trade. 

Accumulated  surpluses  from  previous  crops  plus  new-crop  rice  in  countries 
outside  Asia  accounted  for  most  of  this  increase  in  world  rice  trade. 
Unusually  large  exports  were  shipped  from  the  United  States,  Italy,  Brazil, 
Spain,  and  Egypt.    On  the  other  hand,  total  rice  exports  from  the  exporting 
countries  of  Asia  were  down  slightly  from  the  preceding  year. 

Exporting  countries;  Biirmese  rice  exports  increased  14  percent.  Export 
availabilities  from  a  very  good  crop  in  1955-56,  together  with  a  moderate 
carry-over  of  stocks,  resulted  in  the  largest  exports  since  World  War  II. 
Even  so,  rice  exports  of  4,100  million  pounds  were  only  63  percent  of  the 
prewar  average  (1936-40)  exports  of  6,500  million  poiands  a  year.  Approxi- 
mately U  percent  of  Burma *s  1956  exports  were  made  under  barter  co-range- 
ments  with  Communist  countries. 

Thailand's  rice  exports  in  1956  of  2,743  million  pounds  were  13  percent 
below  average  exports  during  the  1951-55  period,  and  were  31  percent  less 
than  the  record  exports  of  3,997  million  pounds  in  1951.    A  small  crop  and 
depletion  of  stocks  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  caused  a  shaurp  reduction 
in  export  availabilities. 


Also  because  of  poor  crops,  no  rice  was  exported  from  Vietnam,  and  exports 
from  Cambodia  were  below  average.    For  the  same  reason,  rice  exports  from 
Iran  and  Iraq  were  down  sharply  from  the  preceding  year. 
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Record  rice  exports  from  the  United  States,  the  third  largest  exporter, 
were  2,025  million  pounds.    This  was  78  percent  above  the  1955,  and  15 
percent  more  than  the  previous  record  exports  of  1,762  million  pounds  in 
1952,    Exports  of  large  carry-over  stocks  plus  much  of  the  new  crop  ac- 
counted for  the  extraordinary  shipments  from  the  United  States. 

Heavy  rice  exports  from  Italy  and  Spain  likewise  were  provided  from 
above-average  stocks  on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  in  addition  to 
good  crops.    Record  rice  exports  from  Italy  were  more  than  double  those 
of  the  year  before,  and  Spain's  exports  were  almost  twice  as  large. 

Brazil  had  substantial  exports  of  rice  for  the  first  time  since  1952. 
A  tentative  estimate  of  Egypt's  1956  exports,  as  based  on  known  commit- 
ments, exceeded  relatively  heavy  exports  of  1955.    Australia's  rice  ship- 
ments were  sharply  below  thos  e  of  the  preceding  year,  but  well  above  ex- 
ports in  the  5-year  average  ( 1950-51 A95i^-55)  period. 

Importing  countries;    Rice  imports  into  the  deficit  coimtries  of  Asia 
increased  greatly  in  1956.    Total  imports  were  as  much  as  19  percent  above 
those  of  1955.    Countries  having  the  largest  increases  were  Indonesia, 
Pakistan,  Ceylon,  and  Malaya.    More  rice  was  imported  by  India,  Hong  Kong, 
and  some  countries  of  the  Near  East.    Japan,  usually  the  world's  heaviest 
importer  of  rice,  was  an  important  exception,  and  the  decline  in  its 
imports  was  severe, 

Indonesia  was  the  largest  importer  of  rice  in  1956,  taking  a  record 
1,304.  million  poimds,  or  approximately  10  percent  of  total  world  imports. 
This  substantial  increase  over  the  average  of  900  million  poimds  in  the 
1951-55  period  was  due  to  a  slight  decline  in  production,  an  increase  in 
consumption,  and  a  lack  of  reserve  stocks. 

Because  of  abundsuat  supplies  from  two  good  domestic  rice  crops,  Japan's 
imports  were  the  smallest  since  1950.    Rice  imports  into  Malaya  and  Ceylon, 
countries  usually  taking  substantial  imports,  were  the  largest  in  postwar 
years, 

Pakistan  was  a  heavy  importer  of  rice  in  1956.    Because  of  floods  that 
caused  considerably  loss  to  the  1955-56  crop.  East  Pakistan  took  972 
million  pounds.    This  was  in  contrast  to  exports  in  the  preceding  year  of 
491  million  pounds.    India's  rice  imports  in  1956  were  above  those  of  the 
preceding  year,  but  were  well  below  average. 

Total  rice  imports  into  Europe  were  only  slightly  above  those  of  1955. 
Belgiiam  and  Luxemboiirg,  Yugoslavia,  Switzerland,  Austria,  and  West  Germany 
had  the  largest  increases  in  imports.    The  Netherlands  and  the  United 
Kingdom  imported  much  less  rice  than  in  the  year  before. 

Rice  imports  into  North  America  were  moderately  above  those  of  1955. 
Imports  into  Cuba  increased  9  percent,  but  imports  into  Canada,  the  second 
largest  importer,  were  below  average  (1951-1955).    Rice  imports  into  South 
America  also  were  above  those  of  the  preceding  year,  due  mainly  to  imports 


into  Venezuela,  which  took  none  the  year  before. 

African  Imports  of  rice  declined  from  the  preceding  year.    The  largest 
imports  were  in  French  West  Africa,    Though  above  average,  they  were 
considerably  below  the  year  before.    Record  imports  of  rice  into  Sierra 
Leone  and  Reunion  were  sharply  above  those  a  year  earlier.  Imports 
increased  also  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa  and  Liberia,  two  countries 
tcdcing  importsmt  amounts. 
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U.S.  RICE  EXPORTS 


DECLINE  IN  JUNE 

The  United  States  exported  828,000  bags  (100  pounds)  of  rice  in 
terms  of  milled  in  June,  compared  with  1,599,000  bags  in  the 
corresponding  month  of  1956.    The  principal  countries  of  desti- 
nation were  Indonesia,  Korea,  and  Cuba.    Exports  to  Liberia  and 
Saudi  Arabia  were  above  average. 

June  exports  were  the  smallest  monthly  shipments  in  the  1956-57 
marketing  year  (August-July).    Monthly  exports  during  the  August- 
May  period  were  substantially  above  average,  as  follows  (100  bags): 
August,  2,9^5;  September,  1,78^;  October,  2,7^8;  November  1,^03; 
December  ^,706;  January,  1,^7;  February,  1,818;  March  3,691; 
April,  2,m;  and  May,  1,065. 

Rice  exports  of  2^,882,000  bags  in  the  August-June  period  of  the 
current  marketing  year  were  more  than  double  the  10,586,000  bags 
exported  in  the  same  period  of  the  year  before.    The  bulk  of 
exports  were  to  Asia  under  Public  Law  ^0,  notably  Indonesia, 
Pakistan,  India,  and  Korea.    Exports  to  European  countries  were 
just  double  those  of  the  preceding  year,  and  those  to  Cuba  were 
24.  percent  above  shipments  in  the  same  period  of  1955-56, 
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RICE:    United  States  exports,  by  country  of  destination  and 
by  classification,  June  1957  1/ 
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1/   Preliminary,    2/  Rough  rice  converted  at  65  percent. 


Source:    Bureau  of  the  Census  and  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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RICE:    United  States  exports,  in  terms  of  milled,  to  specified 
countries,  June  1957,  with  comparisons  1/ 
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Western  Hemisphere: 

Canada  

British  Honduras   

British  West  Indies 

El  Salvador   

Cuba  

Haiti   

Netherlands  Antilles 

Bolivia   

Colombia   

Venezuela   

Other  countries   

Total   

Europe: 

Belgium-Luxembourg  . . . 

France   

West  Germany  ......... 

Netherlands   

Sweden   

Switzerland  

Other  countries   

Total   : 

Asia: 

India   

Indochina   

Indonesia  

Japan   

Korean  Republic   

Pakistan   

Philippine  Republic  .. 

Ryiikyu  Islands  

Saudi  Arabia  : 

Turkey   

Other  countries   

Total   

Total  Oceania   

Liberia   

French  West  Africa   

Other  Africa   

Destination  not  specified 

Total   

Section  416  donations  . , , , 
World  total   


1/  Includes  brown,  broken,  screenings  and  brewers'  rice  and  rough  rice  converted  to 
terms  of  milled  at  65  percent.    2/  Preliminary.    2/ .Less  than  500  cwt.    ij  Shipped 
under  ICA  contract  by  Army.    ^  Does  not  include  514,000  cwt.  (milled  equivalent  of 
ground  rough  rice)  sold  by  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  for  animal  feed.    6/  Does 
not  include  288,000  cwt.  (milled  equivalent)  sold  by  CCC  for  animal  feed. 
Source:    Bxireau  of  the  Census  and  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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INDIA'S  RICE  IMPORTS  AT  HIGH  LEVEL; 
DEMAND  CONTINUES  STRONG 


Rice  imports  into  India  in  1956-57  (July-June)  totaled  859,000  long  tons 
and  were  the  largest  in  7  years.    Though  India  had  a  record  rice  crop, 
the  demand  for  rice  appears  to  be  even  greater  than  the  increased  supplies. 
This  greater  demand  is  due  primarily  to  the  growth  in  population  and  a 
preference  for  rice  by  those  whose  incomes  have  increased  as  a  result 
01  India  s  progressive  economic  programs.    The  trend  is  expected  to  con- 
tinue, and  it  is  likely  that  imports  of  approximately  a  million  tons  a 
year  will   be  needed  for  the  next  few  years. 

The  government  of  India  adopted  measures  in  mid-1957  to  prevent  further 
?o^!nn,  r^r!  1  ""^^^  foodgrains.    Prices  then  declined 

m^p^ee^^r ^ear^^^  '  ^^""'^^^'^    ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^'^^^ 

Exports  and  Imports 

Every  feasible  effort  to  import  rice  is  being  made  by  the  government  of 

aSd  the  Un?S^q+«r^  been  drawn  from  Burma,  Communist  China,  North  Vietnam, 

S^t^H  ^^'/IJhough  the  tonnage  obtained  has  been  less  than 

Somlhail^  •  °^  "^"^^^^         ^^^^^  purchases 

?Qn*nnn^r'^°  ^"""l  °^  ""^^^  imported  in  1956-57,  approximately 

190  000  tons  were  from  the  United  States  under  Public  L^w  .^80,  and  669,000 

Lx^iri9'5«M  j^^^^  ^^^^^^ 


'''''' ^^^^S 
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Rice  exports  were  banned  in  January  1956,  and  that  policy  is  unchanged. 
These  are  largely  parboiled,  patna  types.    Exports  of  processed  rice 
products,  such  as  parched  rice,  parched  paddy,  and  puffed  rice,  have  been 
permitted  since  J\ily  1956  on  a  limited  scale. 

Consumption:    Average  per  capita  consumption  of  rice  in  all  India  increased 
2.7  percent  in  1956-57,  according  to  preliminary  data.    It  was  curound  152 
pounds,  compared  with  approximately  14.8  pounds  in  1955-56.    Factors  con- 
tributing to  the  increase  were  (1)  larger  supplies  available  from  the  good 
1956-57  crop,  (2)  increased  purchasing  power  of  the  people  due  to  develop- 
ment programs,  and  (3)  relatively  smaller  availability  of  coarse  grains. 


RICE,  MILLED:    India,  supply  and  distribution, 
1955-56  and  1956-57  (July-June) 


T4. 

item 

:  1955-56 

• 

:  1956-57 

•  t 

:  1,000 

!  Million 

:  1,000 

\  Million 

Opening  stocks,  July  1: 

:lone  tons 

:  pounds 

tlong  tons 

:  pounds 

 :     1,388  • 

•  3,109 

•  363 

'  813 

'  6,496 

'     2,400  ■ 

'  5,377 

!  17.A72 

8.700 

•  19.488 

Total   

 I    12.088  • 

'  27,977 

•  lli46? 

•  25.678 

'  60,135 

•    28, U2 

•  63,038 

!  0 

•  859 

'  1,92A 

'  87.212 

•  40.464 

!  90.640 

Di  sappearance : 

• 

:    56,7a  • 

!    26,283  : 

.  58,870 

;  4,601 

!        2.131  ! 

:    61.342  ! 

28,414.  ! 

.    63  MO 

!  193 

1/ 

1/ 

Closing  stocks,  June  30: 
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.      2,500  s 
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9,100  J 

20,400 
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Total  distribution  ., 

rtrr-     ^^.^  ' 

,    87.212  J 

40.464  ! 

.  90,640 

Population  (million)   384  :  388 

Per  capita  consumption  (pounds)  I48  :  152 


1/  Negligible. 

Compiled  from  official  sources  and  estimates  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural 
Service* 
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The  amoimt  of  rice  consumed  per  capita  varies  greatly  in  different  p€a*ts 
of  India,  depending  on  the  food  habits  of  the  local  population.    Prior  to 
the  reorganization  of  States  (November  1956),  per  capita  consumption  of 
milled  rice  ranged  from  around  14.  pounds  per  annum  in  the  Punjab  to  about 
430  pounds  in  Assam.    The  States  having  the  largest  per  capita  rice  con- 
sumption were  Assam,  West  Bengal,  Orissa,  Madhya  Pradesh,  Madras,  Andhra, 
and  Bihar,    In  all  other  areas,  consumption  was  less  than  100  pounds  per 
capita. 

Rice  consumption  per  capita  also  varies  in  different  parts  of  the  same 
State.    For  example,  it  is  much  lower  in  CcGLcutta  than  in  other  parts  of 
West  Bengal.    In  Madras,  rice  constitutes  a  more  important  part  of  the 
diet  in  the  coastal  areas  than  elsewhere  in  the  State,    In  Madhya  Pradesh, 
the  rate  of  consumption  is  much  higher  in  the  eastern  districts  than  in 
the  northern  zones,  where  wheat  is  more  popular. 

Prices:    Indian  prices  of  rice  and  other  foodgrains  started  rising  about 
the  middle  of  1955.    A  steady  upward  trend  persisted  through  1956,  except 
toward  the  end  of  the  year  when  the  main  rice  harvest  began  to  appear  on 
the  market.    Rice  prices  throughout  the  country  were  about  2  to  5  rupees 
per  maund  (51  cents  to  $1.28  per  100  pounds)  higher  in  most  of  1956  than  in 
1955. 

Rice  prices  declined  during  December  1956  and  January  1957  with  the 
marketing  of  the  new  crop,  but  renewed  their  advance  thereafter.  From 
February  until  June,  prices  tended  to  rise,  even  though  a  record  rice 
harvest  had  just  been  completed  and  rice  imports  were  the  largest  in  recent 
years. 

By  late  April,  there  were  scarcities  of  rice  and  other  foodgrains  in 
several  districts  of  West  Bengal  and  nearly  half  of  Bihar.    Crop  failures 
in  wheat,  barley,  grams,  pulses,  millets,  potatoes,  and  mangoes  in  these 
areas  resulted  in  above-normal  demand  for  rice  and  wheat.    It  was  reported 
that,  while  over-all  supplies  were  ample,  distribution  to  shortage  areas 
was  slow,  due  partly  to  a  lack  of  transportation  facilities. 

Rice  supplies  were  reported  to  be  ample  in  Cadcutta,  West  Bengal,  but  at 
higher  prices  than  in  the  year  before.    About  May  1,  the  wholesale  prices 
in  Calcutta  for  various  grades  of  boiled  rice  ranged  from  14.62  to  $7.15 
per  100  pounds,  compared  with  $4.08  to  $6.00  per  100  pounds  a  year  earlier. 
The  average  wholesale  price  of  medium-grade  boiled  rice  was  $6.00  to  $6,25 
per  100  pounds. 

Food  shortages  became  serious  in  certain  districts  of  Bihar,  Bombay,  east 
Uttar  Pradesh,  West  Bengal,  and  Rajasthan.    These  shortages  and  high  food- 
grain  prices  caused  the  Indian  government  to  take  even  sterner  action  than 
before  in  an  effort  to  remedy  the  situation.    The  Essential  Supplies  Act 
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RICE:    India,  wholesale  prices  at  selected  markets,  per  100  pounds, 
1955,  1956,  and  Janxiary-April,  1957 


•      West  Bengal 

Bihar 

Orissa 

J  Madhya 

Madras 

>  Pal            +  0 

OUni/aX 

*  Gaya 

*  Jeypore 

.  Pradesh 

• Kumbakonam 

\ ooaxse  j 

\ ooarse ) 

•(Coarse) 

• ( Common) 

.  Raipur 
. ( Gurmatia) 

;  (II  Sort) 

:  U.S. 

:  U.S. 

•      TT  Q 

:  u.o. 

:  u.o. 

•         TT  C 

:  u.o. 

.         TT  Q 

:      u.o . 

1955: 

:  dollars 

•  dollars 

:  uoxxars 

:  aoxxars 

•  dollars 

:  dollars 

January  15  . . 

J*  i\j 

:  3.32 

:  — 

:  3.48 

:  3.59 

February  12 , . 

•  /TO 

:  3.45 

!  ~ 

!  3.32 

:  3.43 

March  12  .... 

:  ^.op 

!  3.45 

:  3.06 

A       ^  » 

:  3.64 

April  16  .... 

:  3.96 

:  3.83 

:  3.45 

>  — 

:  3.00 

:  3.57 

May  14.  

:      A. 15 

:  3.83 

5  3.32 

:  3.13 

:  3.51 

Junp  18  ..... 

•  *+"••+' 

:  4.08 

:      3  S7 

:        ?  IQ 

•          >  .*f-y 

Till  -tr    1  A 

:  4.02 

:  4.Uo 

'  3.57 

!  3.70 

iiUgUS  U   J.J  ... 

:  3.83 

:  4.*=^ 

>  Old 

!  3.1V 

>         0   y  c 
!  3.45 

:  3.70 

oepXfSinDer  x  /  < 

!        4.15  ! 

4 .  '^y 

^.11 

"3  Ay 

ucuooer  xp  «  . ! 

!      A.  47 

:  4.06 

>       y  OQ 
J  4.«i9 

!      «;.V4  < 

>                0  C7 

woveiuDer  xv 

:      A.  40 

!      4.08  ! 

J  4.15 

•          Q    1 Q  < 

>          0   y  c 

•          y  OA 

DecemDer  .... 

!        4..02  ! 

!  4.29 

»       ^  erf  < 

>        o  yo  < 

•  P.t22  ,  . 

!  3.89 

Average  . . . < 

4..  27 

I      3.96  : 

J      3.77  ! 

!l/  2.98 

!  3.32 

.             0  AA 

1956: 

January  lA  . . 

:  4.02 

s  3.57 

\  3.57 

!  2.87 

!  3.06 

:  3.83 

reoruary  xo  ! 

!      3.45  . 

:     3 .  o3  . 

!       3.19  ! 

■          0  1  r> 

!            3.  /O 

fiarcn  x  /  .... 

!      4.28  . 

!  3.83 

1  lie, 

!      3.45  ' 

■         0   y  c 
!  3.45 

April  14  . . . . ! 

!        ^.91  ! 

!     4.31  . 

!      3 .  o3  ! 

!      3.o4  " 

;       3.90  ! 

!  4.08 

x'itxy  x<c  ......< 

!  il.79 

!  4.53 

^ .  04  . 

>            4.  <^1 

June  16  ! 

!      A.91  i 

!      5.36  ; 

!3/  4.34  ! 

:  3.70 

!        4.29  ! 

13/  4,59 

July  H  ! 

!  5.04 

\     4.98  ! 

:!/  4.29  ! 

!     4.08  ! 

4.08 

!  4.85 

August  18  . . . ! 

!      4.98  ! 

5.11  ! 

12/  4.79  i 

.     4.53  ! 

4.47  ! 

5.11 

September  15  '• 

:      5.17  ! 

!      5.04  ! 

!     4.85  ! 

!     4.18  J 

4/   4.47  : 

5.36 

October  13  ..J 

5.A2  ! 

5.04  ! 

4.34  : 

3.57  J 

A/   4.47  : 

5.62 

November  17  : 

5.42  : 

4.98  : 

4.34  J 

3.61  : 

4.72  : 

^  5.62 

jjecemoer  x?  « 

4.98  : 

4.34  : 

y   oo  • 

y  4.^4 

Average  . . . : 

4.84  J 

4.1?  • 

3.67  : 

4.04  : 

4.61 

1957:  : 

January  12  . , : 

4.98  : 

4.29  : 

3.64  : 

4.08  : 

V  4.34 

February  16  : 

5.11  : 

5.11  : 

3.92  : 

4.66  : 

4.59 

March  16  ....: 

4.85  : 

4.66  : 

5.36  : 

3.96  : 

4.59  : 

4.59 

April  13 

5.30  : 

4.47  : 

5.23  : 

3.75  : 

4.59  : 

4.59 

1/  Average  August-December.    2/  Price  relates  to  the  following  week. 

2/  Price  relates  to  the  preceding  week,    ij  Coarse  quality.    ^  Not  reported. 


Source:    Bulletin  of  Agricultural  Prices.  Ministry  of  Food  and  Agriculture, 
India. 
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was  amended  to  empower  the  government  to  requisition  grain  stocks  from 
large  stockholders  at  average  prices  of  the  past  3  months  (see  Foreign 
Crops  and  Markets.  July  15,  1957.)    The  government  also  placed  heavy 
restrictions  on  bank  credits  against  the  secxirity  of  foodgrain  stocks. 
Further,  it  announced  that  the  "fair  price  shops,"  now  totaling  more  than 
20,000,  would  continue  to  operate  and  that  more  would  be  opened  wherever 
needed.    Then,  effective  July  10,  the  government  set  up  a  rice  zone  for 
southern  India.    Rice  imports  into  and  exports  from  this  zone  were 
restricted. 

These  measures  apparently  had  the  desired  effect  on  market  prices.  Almost 
immediately  prices  of  foodgrains  began  to  decline.    Wholesale  prices  of 
average-quality  rice,  which  had  increased  to  more  than  $5.36  per  100  pounds 
by  the  beginning  of  June,  declined  by  1  to  2  rupees  (26  to  52  cents  per 
100  pounds) , 

Assam 

Early  in  June,  the  Government  of  Assam  —  the  State  having  the  heaviest 
per  capita  consumption  —  introduced  modified  rationing  of  rice  and  wheat 
in  the  principal  cities.    Ration  cards  are  distributed  to  persons  having 
a  specified  low  income,  or  less,  and  the  weekly  quota  is  2  seers  (4  pounds) 
of  rice  for  adults  and  1  seer (2  poimds)  for  minors.    In  cities  where  the 
government  holds  wheat  stocks,  one-half  of  the  quota  can  be  given  in  wheat. 
Government  fair  price  shops  were  opened  in  the  main  cities  of  Assam  to 
distribute  stocks  of  rice  and  wheat. 

The  State  of  Assam  is  mainly  a  rice-producing  and  rice-consuming  area. 
Before  the  partition  of  East  Pakistan,  Assam  was  considered  about  94.  percent 
self-sufficient  in  its  foodgrain  requirements.    With  the  partitioning,  and 
the  Indian  Government's  policy  of  trying  to  attain  self-sufficiency  in  jute 
production,  this  situation  has  changed.    Large  areas  that  formerly  grew 
rice  now  raise  jute. 

Certain  tea-garden  managers  in  Assam  State  were  concerned  in  July  over  the 
shortage  of  rice  stocks  and  feared  it  would  become  increasingly  difficult 
to  obtain  rice  for  their  employees  during  the  latter  part  of  this  year. 
They  predicted  that  the  shortage  would  be  even  more  severe  during  the  fall 
months.    As  of  Jxily  1,  rice  was  being  supplied  by  tea-garden  companies  to 
their  employees  at  the  price  of  $5.11  per  100  poiinds  in  Eastern  Assam.  This 
same  rice  cost  $5.62  per  100  pounds  (wholesale),  or  more,  on  the  open  market. 
The  difference  was  paid  by  the  tea-garden  companies,  in  order  to  comply  with 
the  Indian  Tea  Board  and  Tea  Labor  Agreements. 

There  appeared  to  be  plentiful  supplies  of  foodgrains  in  the  market  places 
of  Assam's  principal  cities  in  late  June,  but  prices  were  higher  than  in 
June  1956.    Retail  dealers  generally  reported  no  difficulty  in  obtaining 
foodgrains,  but  reported  that  the  asking  prices  were  higher.    In  Dibrugeo'h, 
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Eastern  Assam,  wholesale  prices  for  common-grade  rice  on  June  21  were 
$5.86  to  $6.13  per  100  pounds,  compared  with  $5.11  to  $5.36  per  100  pounds 
a  year  earlier.    The  highest  prices  for  this  grade  were  reached  in  mid-^y, 
when  wholesale  prices  were  $6,64  to  $6,89  per  100  pounds.    As  a  result, 
Dibrugarh  in  late  June  opened  4-0  government  fair  price  shops  where  rice 
was  sold  at  $4,59  per  100  pounds  wholesede. 
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U.S.  DOUBLES  RICE 
EXPORTS  IN  ONE  YEAR 


United  States  rice  shipments  abroad  in  the  1956-57  marketing  year 
(August-Jialy)  of  26,268,000  bags  of  100  poimds  in  terms  of  milled 
rice  were  more  than  double  the  12,827,000  shipped  in  the  preceding 
year.    Three-fourths  of  exports  were  made  under  various  government 
programs . 

The  amount  of  rice  exported,  excluding  Section  41-6  donations  and 
animal  feed,  totaled  23,82^1,000  bags  compared  with  11,4-32,000  bags 
in  1955-56.    Nearly  three-fourths  of  these  exports  went  to  Asian 
countries,  21  percent  to  destinations  in  the  Western  Hemisphere, 
and  4.  percent  were  to  European  countries.    The  principal  countries 
of  destination  in  order  of  volume  were  Indonesia,  India,  Pakistan, 
Cuba,  and  Korea. 

July  exports  totaled  1,098,000  bags  in  terms  of  milled  rice,  of 
which  99  percent  were  milled,  containing  over  25  percent  whole 
rice.    The  main  countries  of  destination  were  Cuba,  Korea,  India, 
and  Pakistan. 
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RICE:    United  States  exports,  by  country  of  destination  and 
by  classification,  July  1957  l/ 


Rough 


Country  of  destination  iunmilled 


In  terms 
of  milled 
2J 


Milled 


Not  over 
25%  whole 


Over  25$ 
whole 


Total,  in 
terms  of 
milled 


Western  Hemisphere:  • 

Canada  :  1,U! 

Mexico   ;  52( 

Guatemala   :  ( 

British  Honduras   :  ( 

Panama  :  4'5< 

Canal  Zone  :  10( 

Bermuda  :  ( 

Bahamas  •  :  ( 

Cuba  :  5>^^ 

Jamaica  :  ( 

Haiti   :  ( 

Netherlands  Antilles   :  ( 

Colombia  :  2,20( 

Venezuela  :  ( 

Peru  ( 

Total  

Europe :  : 

Belgium-Luxembourg  ; 

Netherlands   : 

Total   r 

Asia:  : 

Lebanon  : 

Kuwait  ...: 

Saudi  Arabia  : 

India  : 

Pakistan  : 

Indonesia  : 

Korean  Republic  : 

Japan  : 

Total   :] 

Trust  territory  of  the  Pacific: 

Union  of  South  Africa  : 

Destination  not  specified  . . . . : 

Total   :"  9 ,859 


0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 


Cwt. 


6,A09 


0 
0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0^ 

0 


0 
0 
0 


Cwt. 

1,200 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


Cwt. 


1,200 


0 
0 


5,000 
 XL 


5»OX7 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


1,758 
iV60 
95,^9A 
76,15A 
U,88l 
i^05,799 
2^ 


59 A. 820 


0 
0 
0 


i^,070 
2,500 
887 


6,A09 


1,200 


1,090,281 


Cwt. 
35,211 
338 
3,000 
3,000 
293 
1,919 
52 
187" 
^^39,056 
215 
150 
5,505 
1,^30 
80 
160 


^90,596 


5,000 
 IZ 


?,03r7 


1,758 
.^60 
95,49i^ 
76,15^ 
U,881 
i;05,799 
230 


59A,820 
A,  070 
2,500 
887 
1,097,890 


i/  Preliminary,    g/  Rough  rice  converted  at  65  percent. 


Source:    Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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RICE  (in  terms  of  milled):    United  States  exports  to  specified  countries,  average  1950-51  to  1954-55, 

annual  1951-52  to  1956-57  (August-July)  1/ 


Country  and  continent 


:  Average 
:  1950-51 
:  to 
:  1954-55 

:  1951-52 

•  1952-53 

;  1953-54 

:  1954-55 

I  1955-56 

:  ^ 

:  1956-57 

:  ^ 

:  1,000 
;  cwt. 

:  1,000 
s  cwt. 

:  1,000 
s  cwt. 

:  1,000 
:  cwt. 

:  1,000 
:  cwt. 

:  1,000 
:  cwt. 

I  1,000 
:  cwt. 

!  375 
33 

!  137 
!  4,054 
■  2/ 

58 
42 
176 
3 

!  40 

m 

:  523 
:          20  • 
:  34 
:      5,021  ! 
:         2/  ' 
;          27  ; 
:          36  : 
3 

:        104  : 
:  187 
:          23  ! 

U3 
22 

54  • 
5,118  i 
0 

3  ' 
25 
4 

2/ 
196 

!  601 

!  3 

81 
4,876 
2/  • 

:  2 

a  « 

6 

2/ 
86 

7  ! 

!  633 
!  17 
!  6 
!     4,755  : 

2/ 

;  2 
53  ! 

!                 5  ! 

314 
!  215 
27 

!  560 
!  33 
5 

3,391  ! 
!       2/  •' 

!  124 
38 
0 

205 
84 

!  397 

35  ' 
i  8 
2,927 
44 
5 

:          28  - 
:        191  ! 
13 

!  32 
1A8  ! 

:      5,978  : 

5.896  : 

5.703  • 

6,027 

4.475 

3.828 

.  5.019 

I  187 
:  104 

•  c 

•  J 

:          U  ! 
:          17  • 
:          15  ! 
:          52  : 
:           26  ! 

57  • 
2/  ' 

209 
u  < 
1  < 
0  • 

2/ 

21  ■ 
3  • 

52 

2/ 

u 

2/ 

0 

2/ 
38 
10  • 

!         206  • 
0 

i  11 
4 
29 

!  12 
1  < 
57  : 

20 

460  ! 

2/  ' 
5  ' 

38 
71 
72  ! 
53  • 

92 

285 
78 

>  2 

>  e 
•  5 

53  ' 
31 

9  ' 
22  i 

3  : 

'i  686 

t  1 

!  13 
> 

>  r 
!  20 
!  50 
16 
58 
19 

:  420 

291  ! 

100 

340  • 

8U  • 

^8 

!  870 

:         278  < 
:         1/  : 

2/  • 

:         582  : 
:     4,484  : 
ilJ  1,663 
:  2/ 
:          19  ! 
:         123  • 
120  ! 

2/  • 

741  . 
2/ 

2/  ' 
1,799  ! 
5,430  ! 
2,821 
0 
71 

0  ! 

91  ! 

0  ! 

 ^ 

647 

1  ! 

0 

1,100 
3,999  ! 
U  4,631 

!  0 

2/ 
616 
138  i 
0  i 
183 

0 

0  ■ 

\  0 

0  ! 

8,538  ; 
'-U  590 

!                0  ! 

'  2/ 

0  ! 
130  ! 

0 
25  ! 

0  ! 

0  • 

0  ! 

0 

4,125 
•  2/ 

0 

25  ! 
0 

136 

0  ! 
11  ! 

0 

215  ■ 
220 
:         516  ; 
.  2,383 

1  ' 
t  2,653 
28  ! 

!  0 

75  ! 
3  • 

!  0 

4,376 
10 
5,424 
!  109 
2,756 
!  4,372 
20 
207 
98 
218 
30 

'  Li^dkLj 

Q    oft"?  • 

1  n  Aon 

:           L4  : 
:          81  • 

'        2/  i 
:            5  J 

:           4  : 

13  ! 

73  ! 
0  ; 

4  ! 

0  s 

0  ! 

19  ! 

22  ! 
0  : 

0  ! 

3/  : 

0  ! 

17  ; 
67  : 

0  ! 
5  ! 

1  J 
8  : 

19  ! 

219  ! 

0  ! 
10  ! 
3/  ! 

14  : 

39  ! 
276  : 
625  ! 

20  : 

26  : 

47 
253 
0 

15 

/ 

ly 

:    13,817  ! 

17,239  ! 

17,159  : 

15,748  : 

9,848  ! 

11,432  : 

23,841 

881  : 
5U  ! 

2,139 
288 

•    13,817  ' 

17,239  ; 

17,159  . 

15,748  ; 

9,848  ; 

12,827  ' 

26,268 

Western  Hemisphere: 

Canada   

British  Honduras  . . . . 

British  West  Indies  . 

Cuba  

El  Salvador   

Haiti   

Netherlands  Antilles 

Bolivia   

Colombia   

Venezuela   

Other  countries   

Total   

Europe: 

Belgium-Luxembourg  . . 

Prance   

Greece   

Austria   

West  Germany   

Netherlands  ; 

Sweden   

Switzerland   

Other  countries   

Total   

Asia: 

Ceylon   

India  -  

Indochina   

Indonesia   


Pakistan   

Philippines  .... 
Ryukyu  IslaJids  , 
Saudi  Arabia  . . , 

Turkey   

Other  cotmtries 


Total  Oceania  

Liberia  

French  West  Africa   

Union  of  South  Africa  .... 

Other  Africa   

Destination  not  specified 


Animal  feed  (milled  equivalent); 


World  total  *  13,817 


1/  Includes  brown,  broken,  screenings  and  brewers'  rice  and  rough  rice  converted  to  terms  of  milled 
at  65  percent.    2/  Preliminary.    2/  Less  than  500  cwt.    V  Adjusted  to  include  all  programs  of  the 
Department  of  Defense  and  the  International  Cooperation  Administration. 

Source:    Bureau  of  the  Census  and  U.S.  Department  of  AgricriLtur e . 
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RICE:    United  States  exports  by  classification,  August-July  1956-57  1/ 


:  Rough 

Milled 

Country  of  destination  ' 
■ 

J.U     If  CX  1113 

of  milled 

lIvJ  b    V  V  CX 

Over  25^ 

Total,  in 
terms  of 

2/ 

WUUJ.C 

'^^"^^ 

milled 

Western  Hemisphere:  • 

Cvt. 

Cwt. 

Cwt. 

Cwt. 

Cwt. 

177,973 

115,682 

9,072 

251,683 

956 

621 

0 

8,435 

9,056 

260 

169 

0 

28,986 

:  29,155 

0 

0 

4,000 

29,336 

33,336 

90  : 

59 

0 

:  d 

59 

1,675 

1,089 

0 

0 

:  1,089 

920 

598 

0 

2,000 

2,598 

942 

:  0 

0 

!  942 

4,580 

2,977 

0 

:  2,588 

5,565 

100 

65 

0 

:  29,454 

:  29,519 

0 

0 

0 

:  5,095 

:  5,095 

0 

0 

0 

20,863 

20,863 

0 

0 

2,113 

3,402 

5,515 

88,852 

57,755 

10,625 

3,985,656 

4,054,03d 

1,580 

1,027 

100 

56,681 

57,808 

0 

0 

:  13 

:  75 

:  88 

0 

0 

:  0 

:  105,934 

105,934 

0 

0 

360 

:        a, 777 

:  42,137 

0 

0 

75 

:  60 

:  135 

1,102 

716 

0 

:  0 

:  716 

0 

0 

:  0 

:  176,368 

3,850 

2,502 

0 

:  0 

:  2,502 

0 

0 

0 

475 

475 

0 

0 

0 

:  19,670 

19 , 670 

60.152 

39.099 

0 

590 

39.689 

343.54.0 

223.301 

:  26.358 

4.769.128 

:  5.018,787 

Europe:  : 

0 

0 

:  0 

:  6,618 

!  6,618 

0 

0 

299,946 

386,102 

:  686,048 

0 

0 

:  1,358 

1,456 

:  2,814 

0 

!  0 

0 

913 

913 

0 

0 

4,049 

15,652 

19,701 

0 

'  0 

:  0 

:  12,839 

:  12,839 

0 

0 

0 

:  560 

:  560 

0 

0 

:  0 

240 

:  240 

0 

0 

30,332 

:  19,811 

:  50,143 

0 

0 

:  585 

:  15,485 

:  16,070 

0 

0 

:  19,456 

38,307 

57,763 

0 

0 

:  7,692 

:  20 

7,712 

0 

0 

0 

8.884 

8,884 

0 

0 

363.  a8 

506.887 

870.305 

Asia:  : 

0 

0 

:  0 

:  50 

•  50 

0 

0 

0 

:  6,780 

6,780 

0 

0 

300 

0 

300 

0 

0 

0 

4,375,559 

:  4,375,559 

0 

0 

0 

10,000 

10,000 

0 

0 

0 

5,423,537 

5,423,537 

0 

0 

0 

7,491 

7,491 

0 

0 

88,265 

20,409 

:  108,674 

0 

0 

450 

:  2,755,083 

2,755,533 

0 

0 

0 

15,490 

15,490 

70 

45 

0 

410 

455 

Nonsei  and  Nonpo  Islands  . . . : 

0 

0 

0 

2,186 

2,186 

0 

0 

0 

4,371,551 

4,371,551 

0 

0 

19,591 

0 

19,591 

0 

0 

0 

207,155 

207,155 

0 

0 

0 

97,594 

97,594 

0 

0 

0 

218.049 

218.049 

70 

45 

108.606 

17.511.344 

17.619.995 

Africa:  ; 

0 

0 

0 

50 

50 

0 

0 

0 

253,257 

1  if  0    0  Sri 

253,257 

285 

185 

0 

2,750 

2,935 

1,348 

876 

0 

0 

876 

0 

0 

0 

423 

423 

0 

0 

3.950 

10.867 

14,817 

1.633 

1.061 

3.950 

267.347 

272.358 

0 

0 

0 

500 

500 

Trust  territory  of  the  Pacific: 

,0 

0 

1.700 

46,038 

820 

700 

12,18$: 

i?.42i 

346.063 

224.940  : 

504.732  ■ 

23.111.732: 

23.841.404 

0  ! 

0  : 

0  • 

2,138,660: 

2,138,660 

Ground  rough  rice,  animal  feed: 

443.185 

288.070  : 

0 

0: 

288.070 

789,248  • 

513,010 

504,732  • 

25,250,392: 

26,268,134 

1/  Preliminary.  2/  Converted  at  65/5.  2/  Shipped  by  Army  under  contract  with  Inter- 
national Cooperation  Administration. 


Source:    Bureau  of  the  Census  and  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
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United  States  rice  exports  in  September  totaled  1,^^72,000  bags 
(of  100  pounds)  in  terms  of  milled  rice,  a  sharp  increase  over 
August  exports  of  379,000  bags.    The  principal  countries  of  desti 
nation  were  Pakistan,  Cuba  and  the  Korean  Republic.    Over  10,000 
bags  each  were  exported  also  to  Liberia,  Belgium  and  Luxembourg, 
Kuwait  emd  Bahrein. 


Rice  exports  in  the  August-September  period  were  1,852,000  bags, 
compared  with  4-, 728, 000  bags  in  the  corresponding  months  of  1956. 
In  these  first  2  months  of  the  current  marketing  year,  exports  to 
Pakistan  and  Cuba  accounted  for  over  80  percent  of  total  exports. 


I 


-  2  - 


RICE:    United  States  exports,  by  coiantry  of  destination  and 
by  classification,  September  1957  1/ 


Rough 


Coxmtry  of  destination 


tUnmilled 


In  terms 
of  milled 

2/ 


Milled 


Not  over 
25%  whole 


Over  25% 
whole 


Total,  in 
terms  of 
milled 


:  Cwt. 

Western  Hemisphere:  : 

Canada  :  0 

Mexico   :  0 

Guatemala  :  0 

Canal  Zone   :  0 

Bahamas   :  0 

Cuba  :  500 

Jamaica  :  0 

Netherlands  Antilles   :  0 

French  West  Indies  :  0 

Venezuela  :  0 

Peru  ;  0 

Total  ;  500 

Europe:  : 

Sweden   :  0 

Netherlands   :  0 

Belgium-Luxembourg  :  0 

Total   :  0, 

Asia:  : 

Israel  :  0 

Kuwait   :  0 

Saudi  Arabia  :  0 

Bahrein  ,  :  0 

Pakistan  :  0 

Korean  Republic   :  0 

Total   :  0. 

Trust  territory  of  the  Pacific:  0 

Liberia  :  0 

Belgian  Congo   :  0 

Destination  not  specified  , , . . :  0 

World  total  :  500 


Cwt. 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

325 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


Cwt. 

1,890 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


325 


1,890 


Cwt. 

12,559 
85 
3,000 
2,900 
198 
228,672 
2^7 

76 
2,000 

m 


25^,030 


0 
0 
0 


0 
0 

0 


1,U7 
U8 
21.357 


2?t2^2 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


160 
41,000 
1,500 
13,974 
966,874. 
121.252 


0 


0 


1.1U.760 


1.1U.760 


0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 

300 


3,400 
42,436 
50 
1,653 


325 


2,190 


1,469,581 


1,472,096 


l/  Preliminary.    2/  Rough  rice  at  65  percent. 


Source:    Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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RICE:    United  States  exports,  in  terms  of  milled,  to  specified  countries, 
September  1957,  with  comparisons  1/ 


Country  of  destination 


:  August-July 

:  August-September 

:  September 

J  1955-56 

;  1956-57 

!  1956 

!  1957  2/ 

!  1956 

;  1957  2/ 

• 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  cwt. 

I  cwt. 

:  cwt. 

I  cwt. 

:  cwt. 

:  cwt. 

397 

:  376 

I  38 

:  32 

!  18 

:  14, 

:  8 

:  0 

:  3/ 
2/ 

0 

:  8 

!  137 

:  77 

:  1 

i  44 

!  2/ 

!  4,054 

!  581 

:  470 

:  388 

!  229 

• 

!  1 

:  6 

;  0 

:  0 

:  0 

5 

!  58 

;  1 

:  0 

1 

:  0 

28 

:  42 

•  7 

•  7 

:  4 

:  4 

:        191  ' 

176 

!               0  ! 

0 

:  0 

:  0 

T  13 

!  3 

:  0 

!  0 

!  0 

:  0 

32 

!  40 

:  1 

!  2 

:  1 

:  2 

:           0  ! 

20  ! 

20  • 

0 

!  0 

79 

!           19  . 

17 

I  16 

!  7 

!  5.019 

!         758  ! 

529  ' 

476 

256 

• 

285 

686 

!            264  ! 

24 

!  121 

!  21 

78  1 

1 

2/ 

0 

!  0 

!  0 

:          53  ! 

20 

1/ 

0  : 

0  J 

0 

:          31  ' 

50 

19 

1/ 

!  19 

•  2/ 

:           9  ! 

16  < 

4 

!  1 

!                 3  ! 

1 

22  ! 

58 

!                7  ! 

0 

!  7 

I  0 

:          10  ! 

39  " 

11  : 

2  : 

11  : 

1 

:        488  • 

870 

161 

21 '5  • 

n 

V 

220  ! 

10  ! 

0  ! 

0  ! 

0  ! 

0 

516  : 

5,424  ! 

1,453  ! 

0  ! 

555  i 

0 

:      2,383  : 

109  ! 

90  : 

1/  ' 

7  ! 

0 

:            1  : 

2,746  . 

2/ 

121  ! 

1/  : 

121 

:     2,653  ! 

4,372  ! 

1,433  : 

1,023  ! 

307  ! 

967 

28  ! 

20 

6  : 

0  ! 

6  : 

0 

:            0  : 

A/     207  ! 

0  ! 

3  ! 

0  : 

2 

:          75  ! 

98  ! 

9  ! 

0  : 

5  ! 

0 

1/  ' 

22  : 

1/  ' 

64  ! 

0  : 

54 

:           3  : 

218  ! 

218  : 

0  : 

0  : 

0 

:          35  s 

8  : 

1  : 

4  : 

1  ! 

1 

:     6,129  ! 

17 , olO  ; 

3,210  : 

1,212  : 

881  ! 

1,145 

:          39  : 

47  ! 

5  : 

13  : 

1  : 

4 

276  ! 

248  : 

39  : 

66  : 

13  s 

42 

:        625  : 

0  : 

0  : 

0  ! 

0  : 

0 

:          21  J 

19  J 

3  i 

1  : 

3  : 

0 

:          26  : 

13  : 

2  : 

3  : 

1  : 

2 

:    11.432  : 

23.826  : 

4.322  : 

1,851  : 

1.536  : 

1.472 

:        514  : 

288  : 

0  : 

0 

:        881  : 

2,1??  : 

406  : 

1  ! 

248  : 

0 

:    12,827  : 

26,253  : 

4,728  : 

1,852  : 

1,784  : 

1,472 

Western  Hemisphere: 

Canada   

British  Honduras   

British  West  Indies   

Cuba   

El  Salvador   

Haiti   

Netherlands  Antilles   

Bolivia   

Colombia   

Venezuela   

Surinam   

Other  countries   

Total   

Europe: 

Belgium-Luxembourg   

France   

Western  Germany   

Netherlands   

Sweden   

Switzerland   

Other  countries   

Total   

Asia: 

India   

Indochina   

Indonesia   

Japan   

Korean  Republic   

Pakistan   

Philippine  Republic   

Ryukyu  Islands   

Saudi  Arabia   

Other  Arabian  States   

Turkey   

Other  countries   

Total   

Total  Oceania   

Liberia   

French  West  Africa   

Other  Africa   

Destination  not  specified  .... 

Total   

Ground  rough  rice  for  suiimal  feed: 

Section  416  donations   

World  total   


1/  Includes  brovra,  broken,  screenings  and  brewers'  rice  and  rough 
milled  at  65  percent.  2/  Preliminary.  2/  Less  than  500  cwt.  2/ 
tract  with  International  Cooperation  Administration. 


rice  converted  to  terms  of 
Shipped  by  Amy  \inder  con- 


Source:    Bureau  of  the  Census  and  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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RICE 

FR  13-57 

December  2 


AT  NEAR-RECORD  LEVEL 


World  rice  production  in  1957-58  (August-July)  is  forecast  at  a  near-record 
level.    Though  one  percent  below  the  record  crop  of  the  preceding  year, 
it  is  well  above  the  relatively  high  level  of  2  years  before.    The  1957-58 
total  harvest  is  estimated  at  /^34.,500  million  pounds  of  rough  rice,  com- 
pared with  ^8,500  million  in  1956-57,  and  with  i^8,000  million  pounds  in 
1955-56.    In  the  l950-5l/5>^-55  average,  392,200  million  pounds  were  pro- 
duced . 

World  rice  acreage  in  1957-58  set  a  new  record,  but  unfavorable  weather 
reduced  the  yield  per  acre  in  some  large  areas.    New  acreages  are  indica- 
tive that  the  increase  in  rice  cultivation  during  the  last  decade  is  con- 
tinuing. 

Total  world  acreage  is  forecast  at  270  million  acres,  compared  with  268 
million  in  1956-57,  and  with  263  million  acres  in  1955-56.    It  is  36  million 
more  than  the  5-year  194-5-^/49-50  average,  and  H  million  Icurger  than 
the  1950-51/5A-55  average. 

The  largest  net  increase  in  acreage  is  in  Asia,  though  percentage-wise 
the  greatest  gain  is  in  the  co\mtries  of  Africa.    Europe *s  rice  acreage 
is  up  slightly,  and  Oceania's  acreage  is  expected  to  approximate  that  of 
the  year  before.    An  increase  in  the  acreage  of  South  America  is  indicated, 
though    it  is  too  early  to  predict  accurately  the  area  to  be  put  into  rice. 
North  America  is  the  only  continent  that  shows  a  decrease,  solely  due  to 
further  reduction  in  United  States  acreage. 

Asia's  production  is  forecast  at  one  percent  below  that  of  1956-57,  but 
2  percent  more  than  2  years  earlier.    Acreage  Is  forecast  slightly  larger 
than  in  1956-57,  and  3  percent  above  1955-56.    Rice  production  in  China 
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is  reported  to  be  above  the  poor  crop  of  the  year  before.  Unfavorable 
weather,  however,  prevented  the  harvesting  of  as  high  per-acre  yields  as 
had  been  anticipated, 

India's  1957-58  crop  dropped  sharply  due  to  October  drought  in  4-  Important 
rice  States  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  "Markets »  November  12,  1957).  Though 
another  record  acreage  was  planted,  and  growing  conditions  were  excellent 
at  the  outset  of  the  season,  prospects  now  are  for  the  smallest  crop  since 
195i^-55. 

Japan  increased  rice  acreage  slightly,  and  a  crop  second  only  to  the  record 
of  2  years  ago  is  being  harvested.    A  very  good  crop  also  was  produced 
in  the  Republic  of  Korea  as  a  result  of  favorable  weather  and  increased 
use  of  fertilizers, 

Pakistan's  rice  crop  was  in  good  condition  in  the  first  part  of  the  growing 
season.    If  weather  continues  favorable  through  December,  that  country 
should  harvest  a  larger  crop  than  in  the  preceding  year. 

Acreage  planted  and  to  be  planted  in  Malaya  is  expected  to  approximate 
that  of  last  year.    The  unusTially  high  yields  per  acre  last  year  probably 
will  not  be  attained,  but  nevertheless  a  very  good  crop  is  in  prospect. 
Drought  in  Ceylon  again  is  adversely  affecting  the  rice  crop,  so  that  the 
crop  probably  will  be  reduced  this  year,  as  it  was  last  year. 

In  the  Philippine  Republic  both  rice  acreage  and  yields  per  acre  increased 
again  this  year.    Though  a  record  crop  is  being  harvested,  it  is  not  as 
large  as  at  first  anticipated. 

Total  production  in  Burma  and  Thailand  — ,  two  countries  accounting  for 
over  half  of  world  rice  exports  in  1957  —  is  estimated  at  32,i400  million 
pounds  of  rough  rice,  a  moderate  decrease  from  the  34-, 24-0  million  pounds 
estimated  for  the  year  before.    Burma's  harvest  is  expected  to  approximate, 
or  perhaps  exceed,  the  good  crop  of  last  year,  but  production  in  Thailand 
is  down  about  10  percent.    In  Indonesia,  production  is  expected  to  be 
slightly  below  each  of  the  2  preceding  yesirs. 

Rice  production  in  the  West  Asian  countries  is  estimated  at  2,000  million 
pounds  of  rough  rice,  compared  with  1,800  million  pounds  in  the  previous 
year,  and  with  the  average  1,900  million  pounds  in  the  5-ye8Lr  1950-54 
period.    Good  crops  are  being-  harvested  in  Iran,  Iraq,  and  Turkey. 

Rice  production  in  Eastern  Europe  is  estimated  to  be  16  percent  above  that 
of  the  yefiir  before.    Total  acreage  was  maintained  nearly  at  last  year's 
record  level.    Because  of  generally  favorable  weather,  the  outturn  was  well 
above  average  in  all  cotmtries  of  Eastern  Europe. 

Even  though  Italy  decreased  acreage  6  percent,  its  rice  crop  was  larger 
than  last  year,    Portugal's  rice  acreage  declined  slightly,  but  pro- 
duction increased  over  last  year,    France  continued  its  expansion  of 


rice  acreage  and  very  high  yields  per  acre  were  harvested.    The  rice  area 
of  Greece  was  larger  than  last  year,  but  was  below  that  of  2  years  earlier. 


Rice  production  in  North  America  is  7  percent  below  that  of  the  previous 
year  because  of  decreased  acreage  in  the  United  States  and  drought  in 
Central  America. 

The  United  States  rice  crop  is  10  percent  below  the  1956  crop  and  14.  per- 
cent less  than  the  5-year  1950-54.  average.    Acreage  continued  to  be  held 
under  acreage  allotments.    Production  in  Cuba  is  expected  to  exceed  last 
year's  large  crop,  since  acreage  in  rice  is  tentatively  estimated  at  the 
high  level  of  the  year  before  and  the  yield  per  acre  is  expected  to  increase 
because  of  increased  plantings  of  the  disease  resistant  native  Honduras 
variety. 
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The  Philippine  Republic  is  importing  more  rice  in  1957  than  in  the  last 
6  ye€u:s.  In  spite  of  these  increased  imports  and  a  record  rice  crop  in 
1957,  prices  this  year  have  been  the  highest  since  1952. 

Sizable  imports  probably  will  be  needed  in  1958  to  supplement  domestic 
production  if  the  present  per  capita  rate  of  consumption  is  maintained. 
A  slight  increase  in  production  is  in  prospect  for  1957-58,  but  the  new 
crop  is  not  expected  to  meet  domestic  requirements  because  of  the  country' s 
ever-increasing  annual  gain  in  population. 

Philippine  rice  imports  in  1957  are  now  estimated  at  110,000  metric  tons 
of  milled  rice,  the  largest  since  1951.    Arrivals  up  to  October  6  totaled 
68,000  tons,  and  additional  shipments  of  i^,000  tons  are  expected  to  be 
imported  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

RICE  (milled):    Philippine  imports,  averages  194-6-50,  annual  1954--57 


Average 

i  1 

Country  of  origin! 

[  19^6-50 

:  1951-55 

5  1954 

:  1955 

:    1956  1 

1957  1/ 

!  Metric 

I    Metric  ' 

!  Metric 

!  Metric! 

!  Metric 

!  Metric 

!      tons  ! 

tons 

!    tons  ' 

;  tons 

;    tons  ' 

;  tons 

Burma 

!     A, 536 

!  8,165 

i  0< 

'  11,794' 

!  0! 

0 

Cambodia  ..^  : 

0  ! 

;  2/ 

1  0! 

0 

!  0! 

!  7,000 

Ecuador  . .  .*  j 

.    ll,79i;  1 

I  0 

!  0- 

!  Oj 

Oi 

0 

Pakistan  < 

i                 0  ! 

!     5M3  ! 

!  27,669! 

0- 

1  Oi 

0 

Portugal  ! 

!                0  1 

i            0  :  Oj 

0! 

!  12,247! 

!  0 

South  Vietnam  . . . ! 

0  ' 

!                 0  ! 

!  0! 

0! 

!  01 

10,000 

Thailand  j 

35,380  1 

!    44,906  1 

.  U,969! 

i  50,349! 

;  Oi 

70,660 

United  States  ...! 

.    47,628  ! 

I        907  J 

.  1,3611 

;  27,2l6i 

16,000 

Other  coimtries. .! 

8,164  ! 

454  ! 

!  Ol 

2/  6,150 

Total   

!  107,502  ! 

!    59,875  :  42,638: 

63,5041 

39,463! 

:  109,810 

1/  Unofficial  estimates.    2/  Less  than  0.5  ton.    y  From  Spain. 


Compiled  from  official  statistics,  except  as  noted. 


Milled  rice  imports  dtiring  the  third  quarter  of  1957  amounted  to  30,790 
metric  tons,  bringing  the  total  for  the  January-September  period  to 
63,34.5  tons.    Except  for  6,150  tons  from  Spain  and  2,000  from  Cambodia, 
all  imports  in  the  first  9  months  were  from  Thailand. 


RICE  (milled):    Expected  arrivals  in  Philippine  Republic, 
October-December  1957 


Country  of  origin  ] 

Quantity 

[  Grade 

:  C.  &  f. 

price 

!      Dollars  per 

!  Metric 
!  tons 

I  Metric  : 
:  ton 

!  100 
;  pounds 

.1/   4,650  s 
10,815  J 

iWhite  rice  15^  broken, 

!  mixed  50-50  with  50-75^  J 

!  124.15 
!  131.70  J 

!    105.10  ! 

!  125.00  ; 

!  5.63 
5.97 
4.77 
5.67 

;       2,000  J 

3,000  s 
10,000  - 

iWhite  rice  50-55%  broken  .. 

;      30,465  ' 

1/  Delivered  early  in  October. 


Contracts  for  Imports  of  16,000  metric  tons  of  milled  rice  from  the  United 
States  under  Title  I,  Public  Law  48O  had  not  been  awarded  by  the  National 
Rice  and  Com  Corporation  as  of  mid-October.    Favorable  action  will  proba- 
bly be  taken,  however,  before  the  expiration  of  the  purchase  authorization 
at  the  end  of  1957. 

Prices 

Thai  rice  imported  during  the  third  quarter,  classified  as  A-1  Super, 
50-75  percent  broken,  was  valued  at  $4.74  to  $4.80  per  100  pounds  c.  &  f., 
which  was  about  59  cents  above  the  price  in  the  January-June  period. 
Cambodian  rice  was  almost  100  percent  broken,  valued  at  $4.76  per  ton, 
c.  &  f. 

There  was  a  pronounced  increase  in  rice  prices  in  Manila  from  January  to 
October  1957.  October  prices  were  sharply  above  those  in  the  same  month 
a  year  earlier,  and  were  at  the  highest  level  since  September  1952.  The 
October  average  wholesale  price  for  Ma can  No.  2  at  Manila  was  $10.38  per 
100  pounds,  an  increase  of  37  percent  over  $7.56  per  100  pounds  in  October 
1956.    The  January  price  for  this  type  of  rice  was  $7.17  per  100  pounds. 

Comparable  rice  on  November  1  vras  still  quoted  as  high  as  $10.26  to  $10.34 
per  100  pounds,  but  during  the  first  2  weeks  of  the  month  prices  began  to 
decline  in  line  with  the  annual  dip  in  prices  when  the  new  crop  is  marketed. 
By  November  16,  wholesale  prices  for  Macan  No.  2  had  dropped  to  between 
$8.45  and  $8.65  per  100  pounds. 
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Retail  prices  so  far  in  1957  have  followed  the  same  trend  as  wholesale 
prices.    The  October  average  retedl  price  of  Macan  No.  2  was  11  cents 
per  pound,  compared  with  8  cents  per  pound  in  October  1956  and  in 
January  1957. 

RICE  (Milled):    Philippine  monthly  wholesale  prices  of  Macan  No.  2, 
at  Manila,  per  100  pounds,  1952-56,  and  January-November  1957 


Month  ' 

[  1952 

:  1953  ' 

:  195^ 

[  1955 

:  1956  ' 

;  1957 

i  Do! 1 flTR 

\  Dollars 

w OLUIVCLX  Jr  .•••.< 

8  AO  ! 

7  Z.6  J 

6.2^  ! 

I          6.69  ! 

6.^0  ! 

!       7  17 

February  . . . . ; 

7.29  ! 

6.06  ! 

!       6.8^  J 

:       7.15  ! 

!  7.55 

March  i 

9.-42  ! 

7.10  ! 

6.07 

:       7.^7  ! 

!  7.77 

April  J 

9.50  ! 

7.26  : 

6.51  ! 

!       7.72  ! 

IM  ! 

1  7.79 

May  ! 

1       9.70  ! 

7.26  ! 

!          6.92  ! 

!  7.85 

!       7.65  ! 

7.89 

June  

10.02  ! 

7.30  J 

7.33  J 

8.06  ! 

7.65  ! 

!  8.36 

July  ! 

10.15  ! 

7.30  : 

7.58 

:       8.^9  ! 

7.65  ! 

8.76 

August  ! 

10.23  : 

7.36  ! 

7.99  I 

!       8.-43  J 

7.64  ! 

!  9.06 

September  , . ,  i 

.      10.^3  J 

7.36  ; 

^  : 

;       8.37  s 

7.63  J 

9.78 

October  i 

!       9.82  J 

7.51  : 

i       8.33  ! 

:       7.56  : 

10.38 

November  . . . . ! 

;       9.82  : 

!          7.U  ! 

!       7.85  ! 

7.54  ! 

.2/  9.-42 

December  , , . , ! 

8.20  : 

7.16  ! 

6.97  J 

I       7.76  J 

7. AO  ; 

Average  . . . : 

:       9.59  ' 

7.31  ! 

6.91  ! 

!       8.20  ! 

7.A8  1 

i/  Unquoted 


2/  Through  November  I6. 


Bureau  of  Commerce,  Philippine  Republic. 


RICE  (milled) :    Philippine  monthly  retail  prices  of  Macau  No.  2, 
at  Manila,  per  pound,  1952-56,  and  January-November  1957 


Month  ' 

.  1952 

;  1953 

:  1954 

:  1955 

;     1956  . 

:  1957 

!  Cents 

\    Cents  ; 

!    Cents  ! 

;  Cents 

:    Cents  ! 

!  Cents 

January  : 

10.7 

!      10.2  « 

:  8.1 

!        7.9  ! 

8.5 

\  8.3 

February  . , . . ! 

!      10.8  • 

!       8.7  ' 

!          7.3  ! 

!       8.0  < 

!        7.9  ! 

!  8.5 

March   

!  10.9 

!        8.5  ! 

7.3  ! 

!        8.4  ! 

8.4  ! 

!  8.7 

April   

!  10.9 

!       8.5  1 

!  7.5 

5       8.8  1 

8.4    :  8.7 

May  

5      10.9  ' 

!       8.5  i 

1       8.0  < 

I       8.9  i 

!        8.4  ! 

!  8.8 

June  ! 

11.1 

!        8.5  ! 

8.3  ! 

1       9.0  ! 

8.4  ! 

!  9.1 

July  ! 

11.2  - 

I       8.5  I 

!          8.6  ! 

!        9.3  ! 

8.4  ! 

I  9.7 

August  ! 

11.2  ! 

I       8.5  ! 

I       8.9  J 

9.4  J 

8.4  ! 

!  10.0 

September  . . . j 

10.9  ! 

1  8.5 

!  1/ 

!       9.4  3 

8.4  ! 

10.9 

October  ! 

10.9  ! 

!        8.5  ! 

8.5    :       9.4  ! 

\       8.4  ! 

!  11.1 

November  . . , . ! 

!      10.8  I 

!        8.5  ! 

1       8.5  1 

!          9.4  ! 

8.4  ! 

12/  10.8 

December  . , . . ! 

10.4  • 

!          8.8  ! 

1       8.4  ! 

J       ?,2  I 

!        ,8.4  ! 

Average  . . . j 

10.9  ! 

8.6  i 

!          8.1  ! 

;       8.9  3 

8.4  ! 

1/  Unquoted 


2/  Through  November  16. 


Bureau  of  Commerce,  Philippine  Republic. 
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Rough  rice  prices  have  also  climbed  upward  in  1957.    The  average  September 
price  for  rough  rice  was  $5.85  per  100  pounds,  28  percent  higher  than  $4.. 58 
per  100  pounds  in  September  1956.    In  January  1957  the  average  price  of 
rough  rice  was  $4,. 28  per  100  pounds. 
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